C. Glossary

Affordablehousing genaaly refers to housing occupied by persons or households
with aninaome of | ess than 80% of metropolitan areamedian income, and for
which the household pays no more than 30% of its income. In Cambridge, because
of the high cost of hous ng, some sort of subsidy is usudly requiredto createor
preseve affordablehous ng.

Arterial streets provide for through traffic and connect principal areasof activity
within the city whil e also providing for direct access to abutting land. The arteria
sygemshould hd p to define red denti al neighborhoods and commercial aress.

Commerdal districts are patsof the city with apredominance of commercial
activity, including retail uses such @ shops, cafes, restaurants, and bus ness uses,
which are also generally referred to as offi ces.

Two Conservation Districts in the Harvard Square and Mid-Cambridge
neighborhoods havebeen esablished by the Gty Council and are administered by
commi ttees of resi dents working with the Cambridge Historicd Commission.
Thesedistricts provide for very grid review of architectural changes and ind ude
somediscreionin the amount of development allowed.

The Demolition Ordinance, adopted by the City Cound| and administered by the
Canbridge Higorical Commission, requires that the Commission review the
denolition of any srucure50 years or dder; ifthe building is found to be
preferably preserved, the Commission maey delay issuanceof the Building Permit
for 6 months, while an dternaive todenolition is sought. If noneis found, the
structure may then bedemolished.

Density of development refers to the degree of concentrati on of square footage of
abuilding on its site. Floor arearatio (FAR) measures density by comparingthe
square footageof abuilding to its Ste at .5 FARthe building areaishal f that of
thedte a1l FAR, theseareequd, at 2 FARthebuilding areaistwicetha ofthe
site, etc.
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Design review is the process of studying an archited's proposal for a building to see if
improvements can be made, on the bas sof some defined criteria. In Cambridge, design
review provisions arerather conplexand vay from area to area. The basis for review
may beset inthe Zoning Ordinance, in guiddines suppl ementing the Ordinance, or in
speda ordinances adopted by the City Coundl (e.g. the Mid-Cambridge Neighborhood
Consavaion Digrid).

Dimensiona bonuses are provis ons of the Zoning Ordinancewhi ch all ow more | enient
building haghts or sebadks from property lines in exchange for some defined public
benefit, such as alherence to adesign plan or preservaion of historic buil dings.

Downzoning refers to achangein zoning which diminishes the amount of devd opment
allowed by the Zoning Ordinance.

Industrial districts are those pats of Canbridge which have been centers for
traditional indugrid uses, such as Alavife and pats of Eas Camrbridge and
Cambridgeport.

I nfragtructurerefers to the roadways and utilities (including waer, sewer, el edric, gas,
and td ephone) serving thecity.

I nstitutional uses are nonprofit public and private entities such aslibraries, churdes,
pog offices, schools, coll eges, and universities.

Institutional Overlay Districts have been defined in the Zoning Ordinance their
purposeisto prevent the growth of ingitutions in thelower density residentid districts
of Canbridge.

Linkage, liketaxation, is based on the concept tha devd opment should bear some of
thecosts ofitsinmpact on the conmunity. In Cambridge, there is a $2 per square foot
linkage payment regui red for commercial devel opmentswhich require aSpedal Pernit;
thefirst 30,000 square feet is not subject to linkage.

Market forces refers to economic factors of supply and demand which, anong other
effects, may meke a particular type of development more or less profitable and thus
more or | esslikely to happen than ancther type.

MetroPlan 2000 is a document produced by the Metropolitan AreaPlanning Council
with theintent of creating avison for future growth in the 101 cities and towns in the
Boston region.
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Mixed-use refers to a building or area in which several uses coexis, such as
Charles Square, with its office, retail, hotel, and red dences, or Mass. Ave, with
itsmxofresidentid, office, and retail uses.

Neighborhood character is an imprecise term which attempts to sunmarize the
varigy of phydcal attributes tha meke a neighborhood "feel" a certain way.
Character is certanly influenced by thepredominant architectural styles, by types
of buildings (e.g. tripledeckers or brick apartment buildings), by dimensonal
aspeds such @ stre¢ widths and building heghts and setbacks, and by
landscaping of yards and streds.

Neighborhood study processes have been undetaken by the Conmunity
Devdopment Depatnment in severd nedghborhoods (East Canbridge, North
Canbridge, Riversde, Area 4, and Wdlington-Harrington) and will eventually
cover the entire city. The purpose of these studies is to claify each
neighborhood's i mege andto egablish a programfor its future evolution.

North Point is the northeagenmost portion of Cambridge, separaed from East
Canbridge by the Msgr. OBrien Highway. The controversid ranps for the
Centrd Artery will belocated partialy in North Point, partially in Charestown.

Open spaceloosdy refers to unbuilt parts of the city. Most often, it is meant to
refer only to public paks, playgrounds, and spaces like the Fresh Pond
reserveion and the Charles River and its banks at cther times, the term may
indude private spaces, like Harvard Y ad, the Lotus Headquarters courtyard in
Eagt Canbridge, and Jerry'sPond inAlewife.

Planned Unit Development is a designéion in the Zoning Ordinance. This is
typicdly a district which allows development exceeding tha permitted in the
"base district." In order to qualify for the additiond square footage or heght of
devd opment, spedfied public benefits are required, such as adherence to an
approved master plan or provis on of open gace.

Research and devel opment refers to business enterprises doing just wha the
nameinplies; dthough thisis not an official zoning term "r & d" firms are most
commonly locaedin officeor industrid areas.

Retail uses in Canbridge are allowed in many didrids, including business,
indugrial, and some Planned Unit Development areas. Most residentid and office
digricts do nat alow new retal use, athough there are many stores or cafes
which are "grandfathered” sincethey were in existence before the zoning was
established.
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The Riverfront is a term often used in reference to the East Canmbridge
Riverfront, from the L ong fellow Bridge to the Museumof Science.

Scheme Z was the name given to the Sate's origind plan for the massive
Centrd Artery interchange and associaded Chales River crossng. The City
has suedthe Staeto requirethat a saisfactory redesign be inplemented, and
negoti ations are gill underway to that end.

Section 8 Rental Assistanceis a federal program of rental payments to
privateland ordson behal f of lower income tenants. Under this program, the
tenant pays 30% of household incme to thelandlord, and the remainder of
the rent is paid from the federa funds. In Cambridge, the program is
administered by the Cambridge Housing Authority, which sets the rent for the
unit, with maximum rents established by HUD as the local area fair merket
rents.

SHARP is a date rentd asd gance program operated through the Massa-
chusetts Housing Finance Agency (MHFA) to provide rentd subsidies
to housing projects with MHFA bdow-maket-rate financing to fill
the ggp between what low and moderate income tenants could afford
to pay as rent and the income needed to pay the financing costs and
other operating expenses. The SHARP program is no longer available
for new projects.

Special Permits are given by the Board of Zoning Apped or the planning
Board when it is deermined that a patiaular project is reasonable at the
locaion whereit isbeing proposed. A specid permit will normally be granted
unlesstheproposal failsto meet the specid permit criteria esteblished in the
Zoning Ordinance. The Boads have the power to attach conditions as
necessary.

The State | mplementation Plan is theprogramby which the Connonwealth
of Massachusettswil | comply with thegods contanel in the Transportaion
Control Plan for the Méropalitan Boston Interstae Air Qudity Control
Region as pronulgated by the United Sates Environmentd Protection
Agency (EP A) and mandaed by the Federal Aean Air Ad as amended in
1990.
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The Townhouse Ordinancewas concaved inthe lae 1970s as a way to alow
sonme flexibility in housing desgn and density in certan digrids while, a the
sametime, avoiding the " Arlington Pillbox" type of apartment building, which
could be built as-of-right with negative impacts on ndghborhood character.
Unfortunaely, the nunber of townhousd condominium projects that were built
was unexpectally large, filling in too many badk yards. Thus, in thelate1980s the
ordinancewas revised to €lim nate most of the bonus provision

Traffic Mitigation can indude drategies and formulas that the city can support
and/or requireto reduce the nunmber of single-occupant vehides. This menu can
indude conputerized rideshaing, incentives to capool and vanpod, and
encouragement of transit use as well as bicyding and waking.

The Transportation Management Program refers to the City's effort to
encourage aternaivesto the autormobile carrying only its diiver- incentives and
requirements hase been devd opedin Canrbridge for carpoaling, vanpoading, and
the use of mass trandt, including buses, the subway, and commuter rail. In
addition, bigycle usageis bang activdy encouraged.

Urban Design is an evolving disdpline which relates to planning and to
architecture. Its focusis on physicd design, bringing together agpects of building
des gn withthe design of outdoor spaces, both public and privee. In Canbridge,
urban desgn plans and guiddines have been created to supplement the Zoning
Ordinance in guiding thegrowth of severa pats of the city, such as the East
Canbridge Riverfront and Harvard Sjuare.

A Varianceis alayal relief valve by which a property owner may obtan an
exemption from the requirements of the Zoning Ordinance. The petitioner must
establish tha a hardship exists particular to the lot in question, and the Boad
nust find that granting the variancewill nat harmthe public good.
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